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The Newsletter of the Discovery Community, Inc.     April 15 , 2005  

 

CAMP DISCOVERY—�MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 2005  
Saratoga Springs Retreat Center, Lake County, Calif ornia, May 27 - 30 

 � Register Early for discounted prices!!! 
 
Come join us for a fantastic Memorial Day Weekend Retreat at Saratoga Springs Retreat Center.  The retreat will be built 
around the theme of “Fantasy Island.”  The retreat committee is putting together a selection of workshops and activities that we 
hope will engage your imagination and help you emerge from the cocoon of your everyday life.  We hope  the weekend will 
inspire, encourage, teach, and transform you.  You will learn more about yourself, learn about others, and have fun.  We will 
have large group workshops, activities, games, free time to enjoy the scenery and your fellow “campers”, and our traditional 
No Talent/Talent show.   
 

So, come join us at Saratoga Springs for a wonderful weekend. It is nestled in the wild hills of Lake County California, about 
3.5 hours north of San Francisco. It lends itself to unwinding, exploration and play in a beautiful natural setting enhanced by 
healthful mineral springs and comfortable guest lodging. There is something special about being on this precious land in our 
own secluded valley (or island). Other amenities include a pool, a large Jacuzzi, hiking trails, and a sacred “power point,” 
where one can gaze into the valley or marvel at the stars at night.  
 

This is one of our most popular weekends. We encourage you to sign up early for this retreat by getting in on Early Bird pric-
ing. If you register and pay in full for the weekend by May 7th 2005, your price for the weekend will be at a discounted 
amount. After May 6h, the prices will go up. A registration form is available below, or you can register online at 
www.discovery-community.org.  
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You can register online using a credit card at www.discovery-community.org. Or, fill out the form below, pay by check or credit card, and mail to 
Discovery Community, Inc., 2215-R Market Street PMB# 282, San Francisco CA 94114. 
 

A deposit of $50 (non-refundable) will hold your place until 5/20/05.  Payment in full must be received no later than 5/20 /05. Cancellations 
after this date may not be refundable.  

Men’s Weekend fee  includes all activities, meals and accommodations. In order to continue offering our weekends to men at all economic lev-
els, we have adopted a sliding-scale fee structure: 

If your income is Early Bird (before 5/7/05) After 5/6/05  
Less than $30,000  $240.00  $255.00  
$30,000 - $40,000  $260.00  $275.00 
$40,000 - $50,000  $285.00  $305.00 
$50,000 -$60,000  $315.00  $335.00 
$60,000 or more  $350.00  $370.00 

 
To request a confidential sponsorship, please read and sign below.  

 

For reasons of financial need, I request that some portion of my fee be paid from the Tom Devine Sponsorship Fund. I understand that my re-
quest must be accompanied by my payment of the $50 deposit, that it must be received by Discovery two weeks prior to the Men’s Weekend, 
and that I will be contacted by the Treasurer to determine the sponsorship amount. In the event this sponsorship is not awarded, my deposit will 
be fully refunded. 

 
Signature__________________________________________ ___________________________ Date ________________________________ 
(Sign only to request a sponsorship)  

Please CHECK YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS INFORMATION ON THE REVE RSE SIDE OF THIS FORM, CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE OF FEE 
ABOVE and complete the following information printing neatly . 

Phone: (h) _____________________ (w)   _____________________E-mail: _______________________Birthday (month / day): __________ 

Registration  Fee:      $ ________________ 

Scholarship donation:     $ ________________ 

Total Enclosed:   $ ________________ 

If paying with check, make payable to Discovery Community, Inc.  If paying with credit card, please note that a service fee of 1.9% rounded to 
the dollar will be added to your total.  Minimum service fee is $3.00.  Your registration will appear as a purchase from Acteva. 

Credit card used: �  Visa   �  MasterCard   �  Amex 

Card Number: ______________________________Expiration Date: ___________Exact name on card: _______________________________ 

    
   Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.docudesk.com


Enjoying the Journey—2005 ��
�

 
Boy did we ever….The 2005 President’s Day Retreat was at a great new venue this year:  Brooktrails 
Lodge was our home for three days in February. This site was a perfect fit for our community. It was great. 
A fun cocktail lounge area, complete with sunken seating around a tranquil fountain, was accessible just 
inside the main lodge. This room turned out to be a great location for hanging out and served as the dress-
ing room for the No Talent/Talent Show (It had lots of mirrors, even on the ceiling, and a bar!). Having all 
the meeting rooms in one building promoted a great sense of closeness, and no one had to trek too far. 
Many retreat participants enjoyed the hot tub under the stars. 
 
The weekend started by having each person’s picture taken when he arrived. The pictures were used to 
create a poster on which others could write affirming messages. They served as a great way to link us to-
gether, and provided each of us with a loving memento of the retreat. After a fun and engaging opening 
night, we all went to bed tired but excited for the days to come. 
 
On Saturday, the group started to explore the theme of the retreat, “Enjoying the Journey,” by examining 
what we felt were challenges in our lives. Bob Kevess led this group gathering. Other wonderful work-
shops that day included Advanced Sexual Practice and Becoming Free from Stress, both led by Walter 
Pedersen, Sensuous Touch, led by Patrick Barresi, and Indoor Gardening, led by Elmer Go. 
 
Later that afternoon, the group gathered to form skit groups. Each group spent time brainstorming skit 
ideas. Then the focus of the evening shifted as we prepared for dinner, and not just any dinner. This was 
to be a silent dinner. That’s right, no talking or noise throughout dinner and afterward. The silence during 
dinner lead to an after dinner gathering of the group during which we slowly, and silently, danced together. 
It was a moving couple of hours from start to finish. We realized that we were able to pay attention to other 
things besides talking, and we experienced a deeper connection with our fellow participants. It was a 
beautiful way to lead into the nighttime naked massage workshop led by Jerry Maynard. Almost everyone 
attended this workshop, which goes to show the level of trust that had been established among the guys 
at the retreat.  
 
Sunday kicked off with Dixie Leonard’s Cooking for Large Groups 101. That’s right, our man Gary Fenske 
(aka Dixie), and several of the guys, cooked a hot breakfast of eggs, bacon, and pancakes for everyone. 
Boy, did those guys cook!  That breakfast sure hit the spot. In the afternoon, workshops on Stress, Sensu-
ous Touch, and Games were offered. Then we gathered as a group to think about challenges we faced in 
our lives, as well as positive aspects of our lives. We identified challenges that we couldn’t control and 
then let go of them through a ritual burning—another step in the journey.  
 
That night we were treated to a special performance by our catering staff. This group of talented young 
women performed a ritual Maori fire dance for us. They lit metal balls and twirled them around their heads.  
It was a great show and we were touched that these women wanted to share their special talents with us 
before our big show that night. 
 
As usual, the No Talent/Talent show was a hoot. Our very own Dixie Leonard (aka Gary Fenske) hosted a 
fabulous show. Skit groups included George and Laura barbequing, Southern Belles sipping mint juleps, 
and The Revenge of Goldicocks. There were some songs, readings, and even some improvisation (Bob 
you really were a trooper). 
 
Monday came much too quickly, as usual. It was time to share our stories and say goodbye. Many tears 
were shed, smiles and laughter soon followed. Many thanks to my fellow retreat committee members--
Gary Fenske, Bob Kevess, and Calvin Sleppy.  Also, many thanks to all the volunteers for the weekend 
including Patrick Barresi, Tim Shahbazian, Mark Rumpler, Rafael Dominguez, Steve Ibarra, Dale Lancas-
ter, Dave Harvey, Elmer Go, and many others. You guys are great! All together, we created a wonderful 
journey for the community to enjoy. Thanks for all your efforts.  
 
 

—Matt Scovern 



A Message from the President  
 

Every year, about this time, our community of friends gather at a Passover Seder and we recount the tale of 
Schloime.  Many seemingly bad things happen to Schloime.  His cow runs away.  But then he comes back 
with three additional cows.  Schloime’s son breaks his leg and cannot help on the farm.  Then the draft hap-
pens, and passes over Schloime’s son who is spared going to war.  Events which could seem to be disas-
trous for poor Schloime in the end turn out to be blessings.  So too I think for Discovery. 
 

Happily, we have weathered a difficult economic time and a fluctuating time for the retreat industry and 
have come through it better than perhaps we started.  Having just concluded a successful negotiation for 
Discovery Community to return to Saratoga Springs Center in May, we now boast a stronger menu of re-
treat sites than we have ever had.  Brooktrails Lodge proved an ideal spot for a President’s Day weekend 
and we have secured a new premium site for the Labor Day retreat called Stillheart (www.Stillheart.net).  If 
we had not had the economic troubles of 2004, we might not have been motivated to discover new and po-
tentially better sites.  Now we have. 
 

As with any crisis, the response of community is a huge blessing that emerges.  Members old and new have 
participated in raising money for the capital campaign to recoup the losses of 2003-2004 and strengthen our 
foundation for the future.  We have with your help successfully raised over $2000 toward our $7000 goal.  
The community thanks you and is grateful for your generosity.  If you have not had a chance to contribute 
to our goal, please take the opportunity to be part of our communal success.  Your contributions are tax de-
ductible and may have some karmic value as well.  To be sure, we are strengthened when all come together 
to take care of this organization that has provided so much to so many. 
 

Volunteers have responded to the call by continually delivering wonderful events.  Most recently, Matt 
Scovern lead an incredible team of Gary Fenske, Calvin Sleppy and Bob Kevess in producing the Presi-
dent’s Day retreat. Our Social Committee led by Ed Tauscher has filled our calendars with enticing commu-
nity events.  And a new committee for Memorial Day led by Patrick Barresi will take us to unexplored terri-
tory with their fantasy island theme.  The volunteers are the core of this community and the community is 
blessed to have so many contributing to our well being.  We thank you for your contribution and welcome 
those of you who are looking for an opportunity to do service, to join one of our committees.  We will be 
forming the Labor Day Retreat Committee soon and we need members on both the Fundraising and Social 
Committees.  Please let us know if you want to help through the website or call us at 415-419-3559. 
 

The Discovery Community Board of Directors met with members of the community at our Town Hall 
Meeting #2 at the end of January.  We have listened to your thoughts and appreciate the support and helpful 
feedback you have shared with us.  One of the main ideas that emerged from those meetings was a desire 
for a shorter retreat or a different style of weekend getaway.  If you have an interest in being on a committee 
to put together a proposal for such a getaway, please let us know.  Other ideas that came up at those meet-
ings are being worked into new policy and procedures which will help strengthen the community. 
 

We have also updated the website to increase communication with the community.  You will now be able to 
access the minutes of the board on the board area of the website.  We also are considering a chat area or ya-
hoo group for the use of the community.  We’ll keep you abreast as these projects progress. 
 

My thoughts return to Schloime, a poor Jewish farmer, beset by the events of life, but ultimately blessed by 
them as well.  This community, like Schloime, has emerged from difficult times to be thriving again.  This 
is because it is simply one of the most generous, compassionate and heroic groups of men one could ever 
hope to associate with.  As we look ahead to the future, we know that whatever events may befall us as a 
community, we need not fear.  Together we will find our way through to the other side, even better than be-
fore. 
 

 
 

Mark Rumpler 
President, Board of Directors. 



Want to Donate? 
 

As a 501(c)3 organization, all your donations to Discovery Community are tax-deductible.  Your donations 
help us meet our operating expenses, provide sponsorships, and produce free social events. Simply fill out 
this form, enclose a check or put your credit card information below and send to:  
 

Discovery Community 
2215R Market Street, PMB#282 

San Francisco, CA 94114 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Card Type: AMEX  VISA  MC  DISCOVER 
 
Credit Card #: ____________________________________________ 
 

Want to Volunteer? 
 
 

Discovery can always use your help.  Do you have a special skill we don’t know about?  Do you want to 
plan or throw fabulous events?  Do you want to work on retreats?  Fundraise?  Let us know.  Contact us at  
(415) 419-3559 or www.discovery-community.org   

 

 

Discovery Contact Information 
 

Discovery Community, Inc. 
2215-R Market Street PMB# 282 

San Francisco CA 94114 
 

(415) 419-3559 
 

www.discovery-community.org   

Discovery Support Groups 
 
 

Thanks to the generous offer of Lee Robbins, Discovery is please to announce the formation of ongoing 
support groups for the community.  Based on the model we use at the retreats, these groups are group facili-
tated and meet as often as the group decides, usually about 1-2 times per month. If you are interested, please 
contact Lee Robbins at 415-552-9800 pr LeeRobbins@post.harvard.edu  



 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 
San Francisco Victorian House Tour—Haas-Lilienthal House,  April 30, 2005,  3:30 pm 
Please arrive at the house at 3:15 p.m. as the tour will begin promptly at 3:30 .p.m. The tour will last one hour. Cost: 
$10 to $20 sliding scale. Location: 2007 Franklin Street, San Francisco, CA. For more information please send an 
email to edtauscher@yahoo.com.  
 
Send-off Potluck Brunch for the Memorial Day Weekend Retreat — Matt & Mark’s house, 463 Guerrero St. (at 
14th), noon — 3 p.m.  
Join us as we preview the upcoming retreat’s workshops and theme. Bring your favorite brunch dish to share. No 
alcohol please. You can register for the retreat at this event, arrange carpools, and meet or reunite with new and fa-
miliar friends. All are welcome, whether you plan to attend the retreat or not.  
 
Memorial Day Weekend Retreat 2005—Friday, May 27th  - Monday, May 30th   
See reverse side for further details and a registration form.  
 
Community Gathering Potluck Brunch — location TBD,  Sunday, June 12, noon — 3 p.m.  
Reunite with men who attended the Memorial Day weekend retreat. All are welcome, whether you attended the re-
treat or not. Bring a brunch dish to share. No alcohol please.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check the Discovery website at www.discovery-community.org or the 
events line at (415) 419-3559 to get updated information about these events: 
 

Billiards at Chalkers— Downtown San Francisco, May 14,  2005 6—9 p.m. — $10  
  
Pride Booth and Fundraiser— June 26, 2005. 
  
Tilden Park Swimming Party— July 9, 2005,  11 a.m.—4 p.m. 
 

Surprise Social Event— August 2005. More to follow! 
  
Golden Gate Picnic— September 17, 2005, 12 p.m. — 4 p.m.  
 
,Sunset Hike of Muir Woods— October 15, 2005, 4:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  
  
Halloween Costume Party — October 29, 2005, 6 p.m.—10 p.m.   
  

Thanksgiving— November, 2005 
  
Holiday Party— December 10, 2005  
 
 
 

 

 
Watch for more events in the coming months.   

Check for updates at www.discovery-community.org or  call us at (415) 419-3559.  


